
FIELD HOCKEY IN 
WARTIME

AT HOME AND OVERSEAS

A commemoration of Australia and New Zealand’s hockey-
playing service men and women.

By John M Sanders for The Hockey Museum



Lieutenant William Noall 
served in the Australian 

Army Service Corps

Australian Imperial Force (AIF)
Hockey Team, Egypt, 1915



William represented 
Victoria in field hockey

The Victorian team will be selected from

the following: — H Firminger, W Noall,
E T Barley, G L Mayman, J Allen, G McCure,
R May, L Smith, G Newnham, W Mallinson, G
Annear, J Edmonds, D N Browne, J Theyre
and W F Routley.

PS The Noall Shield presented to the
champion hockey state from 1924 to 1952
was named in his honour.



Cairo, Egypt 1941. A hockey match between Australian 
Imperial Force HQ and Women's Australian Army Service Corps.



Four Perth hockey 
playing brothers enlist



Peter St J Kennedy served 
in the 2/7th Field Regiment 

(Artillery).



Peter later represented 
Australia in field 

hockey





This ‘Battle Buggy’ was 
donated to the army by the 

Australian Hockey 
Association

The funding of this vehicle, 
instead of the committee 
agreed ambulance, was 
controversial and later lead
to the  New South Wales 
Hockey Association 
temporarily leaving the 
national organisation.



The ‘Battle Buggy’ was 
constructed in Australia 
from a picture of a UK 

version. 

Lieutenant General Sir 
Thomas Blamey and 
Australian Imperial Force 
(AIF) Officers inspecting the 
‘Battle Buggy’, or staff car, 
presented by the Australian 
Hockey Association. 



Colin Wallace Campbell 
volunteered on 12 August 

1940. 

Colin initially joined the 25th Light 
Horse Machine Gun Regiment. Later 
he was transferred to signals, 1st

Armoured Division, Lae, New Guinea 
and promoted to Sergeant. He finished 
his army service with the 2/2 Field 
Regiment (Artillery) Signals Section 
and was discharged on 18 Dec 1945.

25th Light Horse 1940 Moora Camp



Colin played field hockey 
for Western Australia and 
Old Modernians Hockey 

Club for many years



Bomb aimers/air gunners with dark goggles, dribble 
hockey ball at RAF night vision training school.



Allan Preshaw joined the 
Royal Australian Naval 
Volunteer Reserve in 

Hobart in 1940.

He was drafted to destroyers and spent 
14 months in the North Sea on convoy 
work, protecting the merchant ships 
from air attack and submarines and 
warding off the E-boats.



Officers of HMS Kent in a ‘free-for-all’ hockey match



Sergeant Audrey Jones 
(James) served in the 

Australian Women's Army 
Service (AWAS). 

Members of the AWAS took on roles such as 
drivers, provosts, canteen workers, cooks, 
typists, signallers, and cipher clerks. 
Audrey joined the army in Perth in 1942.



After her discharge 
Audrey played 

international hockey for 
Australia

Audrey was first selected for Australia 
in 1946 after leaving the army. She 
was selected in 1947 and again 
through to 1959. Audrey toured New 
Zealand in 1948 and Europe in 1959.



Western Pacific. 
Royal Navy carrier 
HMS Vengeance 
returning troops to 
Australia Jan 1946



Roy Menzies served in 
the 2nd Royal Australian 

Army Service Corps. 

This group were the Army's 
grocers, who procured, stored and 
distributed stores such as food and 
petrol, as well as being the Army's 
truckies, who carried troops, and 
stores wherever required. Driver 
Roy was a prisoner of war (POW) 
after the fall of Singapore and 
spent time in Changi Prison.



Roy Menzies played 1st

grade  for Old Modernians 
before WW2 and managed 

several Club and  State 
teams after.

Roy’s ongoing 
commitment to Old 
Modernians Hockey Club 
saw him take on the 
onerous task of watering 
the Hollywood ground 
during the dry summer 
months, year after year.  
He was educated at 
Perth Modern School.



At sea 1946, Australian troops compete for selection in a 
team to play a team from Royal Navy carrier HMS Vengeance.



Robert Harold 
Nimmo

In the 5th Light Horse Regiment, Lieutenant 
Nimmo landed on Gallipoli (WW1) as a troop 
commander on 20 May 1915. Evacuated to 
Britain with enteric fever in August he 
returned to Egypt in May 1916 and served 
throughout the Palestine campaign. Rising to 
major in July 1917, he was mentioned in 
dispatches and returned to Australia in 
February 1919.



A lieutenant colonel at Headquarters, Sydney, on 
the outbreak of World War 2, Nimmo was promoted 
colonel in September 1941 and brigadier in January 
1942. He was brigadier commanding 4th Australian 
Base Area in New Guinea at Headquarters, 1st 
Australian Army, at Lae. 

After retirement from the army he led United 
Nations peace keeping forces until his death, 
including a mission following the 1965 war between 
India and Pakistan.

He died on 4 January 1966 at Rawalpindi, 
Pakistan, buried in the Anzac section of Mount 
Gravatt cemetery, Brisbane, with full military 
and United Nations honours; senior 
representatives of both India and Pakistan 
attended his funeral.



Robert also represented 
Australia in field hockey 

between the wars.



11th Field Ambulance Unit, Torokina, Oct 1945



Jean Kerr (Harrison) 
served with the 

Women's Auxiliary Air 
Force

KERR JEAN ADELINE : 

Service Number - 94848

Date of birth - 12 Sep 1922

Place of birth – Boulder, Western Australia  

Place of enlistment – Perth, Western Australia 



After leaving the 
WAAAF in 1946 Jean 

played hockey for 
Australia.

Jean, from Western Australia, played
for her state and country, touring New 
Zealand in 1948. She played in the 
forward line and was player #126 for 
Australia.



2nd Australian Army Corp v New Zealand Air Force, Piva Airstrip,
Solomon Islands



Aircraftwoman (ACW)
Olga Hampson (Corrigan) 

Women's Auxiliary Australian 
Air Force. 

HAMPSON OLGA  
Service Number - 98687
DOB - 24 Jan 1924 
Enlisted - SYDNEY 

Service - Women's Auxiliary 
Australian Air Force 
(WAAAF), the largest of the 
Second World War women's 
services.

Weather balloon

Teleprinter



After WW2 Olga played 
international hockey for 

Australia in 1948 and 
again in 1953.

Olga Corrigan (Hampson) a fullback 
from Newcastle, New South Wales 
was first selected in the 1947 All 
Australia Blue Ribbon (Virtual) 
Team and most squads until 1954!



Field Ambulance Hockey team, Bougainville, 1945





North Harbour, NZ, Anzac Day, April 25 2019



Developed by
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